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The Year Amoris Laetitia Family
Dear faithful,

In December, Pope Francis proclaimed a year of St. Joseph
(December 8, 2020-December 8, 2021). Shortly thereafter, he
announced that on the Solemnity of Saint Joseph (March 19,
2021) another special year will be inaugurated — the Year Amoris
Laetitia Family. It will conclude June 26, 2022, on the X World
Meeting of Families in Rome with the Holy Father. March 19,
2021 marks the five-year anniversary of
the publication of the Post Synodal Ap-
ostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia on
the beauty and joy of love in the family.
“The family deserves a year of celebra-
tions, so that it can be placed at the center
of commitment and care from every pas-
toral and ecclesial reality” (www.amoris
laetitia.va).

In this year where families have suf-
fered so much — loss of income, isola-
tion, increased mental illness, uncertainty
— Pope Francis sends a strong message
that the family must be strengthened, pre-
served, and protected in order to face
the challenges ahead. The Dicastery for
Laity, Family and Life notes that “the pan-
demic experience has highlighted the cen-
tral role of the family as the domestic
Church and has shown the importance
of community ties between families.”
The surest way forward is to help build
strong families that are focused on Je-
sus.

“The mystery of the Christian family can be fully understood
only in light of the Father’s infinite love revealed in Christ, who
gave himself up for our sake and who continues to dwell in our
midst.” (Amoris Laetitia, 59) The family is called to help build
up a civilization of love in our society today by being an icon of
the Most Holy Trinity.  In our so-called culture of death, the
family is the heart of the culture of life.  Let us not forget that the
Lord is with us in our families.  He shares our joys, concerns,
grief, disappointments, hopes and successes.  This is a time for
every family to grow deeper in their love for God and one an-
other.

While the pandemic has created significant challenges for fami-
lies, it is also a time for the domestic Church to shine. Pandemic
restrictions often mean families are spending more time at home,
and this can be used wisely to nurture our relationships with
each other and with Jesus. To that end the dicastery has created
resources to help dioceses, parishes, ecclesial movements, and
families by encouraging deeper reflection on
Amoris Laetitia. Available in PDF form on our website at

(continued on page 7)

l’Année de la famille Amoris laetitia
Mes chers fidèles,

En décembre, le pape François a décrété une année dédiée à
saint Joseph (du 8 décembre 2020 au 8 décembre 2021). Peu de
temps après, il a annoncé qu’à l’occasion de la Solennité de saint
Joseph (le 19 mars 2021) une autre année spéciale serait inaugurée :
l’Année de la famille Amoris laetitia. Elle se conclura le 26 juin
2022, à l’occasion de la 10e Rencontre mondiale des familles à

Rome avec le Saint-Père. Le 19 mars
2021, marque le cinquième anniversaire de
la publication de l’Exhortation apostolique
post-synodale Amoris laetitia sur la beauté
et la joie de l’amour familiale. La famille
« mérite une année de célébrations afin
qu’elle soit placée au centre de
l’engagement et de l’attention pastorale de
toute réalité pastorale et ecclésiale »
(www.amorislaetitia.va).
   En cette année où les familles ont tant
souffert de la perte de revenu, l’isolement,
l’incidence accrue de maladies mentales,
et l’incertitude, le pape François envoie un
message fort selon lequel la famille doit
être renforcée, préservée et protégée pour
faire face aux défis à venir. Le Dicastère
pour les Laïcs, la Famille et la Vie note que
« l’expérience de la pandémie a mis en
évidence le rôle central de la famille en tant
qu’Église domestique et a montré
l’importance des liens communautaires
entre les familles ». Le moyen le plus sûr

d’aller de l’avant est d’aider à bâtir des familles fortes, centrées
sur Jésus.

« Le mystère de la famille chrétienne ne peut pas non plus se
comprendre pleinement si ce n’est à la lumière de l’amour infini
du Père manifesté dans le Christ qui s’est donné jusqu’au bout et
qui est vivant parmi nous. » (Amoris laetitia, par. 59) La famille
est appelée à contribuer à l’édification d’une civilisation de l’amour
dans notre société aujourd’hui, en se calquant sur l’emblème de
la Très Sainte Trinité.  Contrairement à ce qu’on appelle la
culture de mort, la famille constitue le cœur de la culture de la
vie. N’oublions jamais que le Seigneur accompagne nos familles.
Il partage nos joies, nos inquiétudes, nos chagrins, nos déceptions,
nos espoirs et nos réussites. C’est le moment pour chaque famille
de grandir plus profondément dans son amour pour Dieu et les
uns pour les autres.

Quoique la pandémie ait créé des défis importants pour les
familles, c’est aussi un moment qui met en lumière l’Église
domestique. Les familles ont été appelées à passer plus de temps
à la maison à cause des restrictions de la pandémie, nous offrant
la possibilité d’améliorer à bon escient nos relations les uns avec

(continué à page 7)

Christian Riesbeck, CC
Bishop of Saint John
Évêque de Saint John



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. March 19, 2021Page 2

One Bayard Drive
Saint John, NB E2L 3L5

Tel: (506) 653-6806
Fax: (506) 653-6818

E-mail: tnf@nb.aibn.com

Office Hours:
By Appointment.

Please telephone or email.

Publisher:
Most Rev. Christian Riesbeck, CC

Managing Editor: Margie Trafton

Correspondents:
Fredericton:  vacant

Miramichi: Shawn McCarthy
cletus_1773@hotmail.com

Saint John: Natasha Mazerolle
natasha@maz-family.com

Single Copy: $1.00
Annual Subscription: Canada

(NB; NS; NL; ON; PE)
$25.00 (HST included)
Elsewhere in Canada:
$23.25 (GST included)

USA/Other Countries: $35.00

Advertising Rate:
$15.00 per column inch  for most ads.

Publishing Date: Friday
Deadline: Monday noon prior to the

publishing date.

Printed & Distributed by
St. Croix Printing Co. Ltd.

We acknowledge the financial support
of the Government of Canada.

The New Freeman is a
not-for-profit organization.

The opinions expressed in letters/commentaries
published in The  New Freeman, do not

necessarily represent the views of
The New Freeman, its publisher, staff, board

of  directors or the Diocese of  Saint John.
All submissions , including advertising,  are

subject to review  and editing.

New FreemanThe

Armour of Light retreat goes online, offering
hope and inspiration during global pandemic
By KIPLY LUKAN YAWORSKI
Catholic Saskatoon News

SASKATOON — After the success of a
2019 Catholic women’s retreat in the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon, a group of
Saskatchewan women knew there was a de-
sire for more — but then along came the glo-
bal pandemic.

“It became clear to us there was a need,
and our work had only just begun. As COVID-
19 put plans on hold for a second retreat, we
could not ignore that now, more than ever,
women were longing for renewal, nourish-
ment, support and community,” explains
Sharon Leyne, one of the Catholic women
who have pulled together to create an “Arise
Catholic Movement.”

“As our team prayed and discussed what
the next Arise event should be, we discov-
ered that our entire team of women had ex-
perienced the same struggles, frustrations, an-
ger, confusion, isolation, loneliness, fear, anxi-
ety, numbness in one way or another, in vary-
ing degrees throughout the year of the pan-
demic,” says Ms. Leyne.

“If this was true for the eight of us — a
diverse group of women from all different
phases of life, married with children, some
grandmothers, some single, others students
— then it would be fair to say that this could
be a reflection of the state of women in the
greater Catholic/Christian community.”

Given the impact of the pandemic, the team
began to reflect on what was needed, and
what they could provide. Their response in-
cludes the creation of a new Arise Catholic
Movement to pursue a mission of “Encoun-
tering Jesus together, fostering authentic

SASKATOON — Pre-recorded recently at St. Anne Parish in Saskatoon, the online
Arise retreat will be launched May 1. (Photo by Hannah Berry)

Catholic community,” and plans for another
retreat experience for Catholic women — this
time online via video.

“The Arise Catholic Movement hopes to
bring light to all women who, like our team,
need to finally take a breath after a year of
holding it in with clenched fists, through this
year’s retreat,” says Ms. Leyne. She adds that
the message the Arise group has for women
is “You are not alone, we see you, we hear
you.”

Partnering with the Roman Catholic Dio-
cese of Saskatoon and St. Anne Parish,
Saskatoon, the Arise team will launch the
online retreat on Saturday, May 1. Entitled
Arise: Put On the Amour of Light, the video
retreat has been inspired by a scripture pas-
sage from Romans 13:11-12: “You know what
hour it is, how it is full time now for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to
us now than when we first believed; the night
is far gone, the day is at hand. Let us then
cast off the works of darkness and put on
the armour of light.”

Speakers include Heather Khym, Debbie
Herbeck, Mary Bielski, Rachel Herbeck, and
Bishop Scott McCaig, bishop to the Canadian
military ordinariate. Saskatoon Bishop Mark
Hagemoen of the diocese of Saskatoon will
also bring a message to participants..

“Through the gift of technology our team
is able to offer this one-day retreat, to be
launched May 1 across Canada and the United
States,” says Ms. Leyne. “As a pre-recorded
retreat, women will have the flexibility to take
part in the retreat at any time that is conven-
ient to them.”

Although participants are able to journey
(continued on page 5)
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St. Joseph: teaching love
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — In this Year of St. Joseph
proclaimed by Pope Francis, December 8, 2020
– December 8, 2021, many have found them-
selves drawn to this spiritual father. For Michael
Dobbelsteyn of Saint John, it was novena and
consecration to St. Joseph that helped him and
his family grow closer to this saint.

“We were encouraged to do the consecra-
tion to St. Joseph by our Holy Father declar-
ing a year of St. Joseph,” he said. “I prayed
my first novena to St. Joseph in April 2020,
with a simple intention: teach me how to pray.”

Through this novena Mr. Dobbelsteyn said
that, “St. Joseph took me by the hand to his
immaculate wife, Our Holy Mother and with
St. Joseph, they took me to Jesus, Our Sav-
iour.”  Although his devotion to St. Joseph is
new, it has become an integral part of their
family life. “It is a relationship that is evolving
and our appreciation for St. Joseph is con-
tinuing to grow over time,” he said. “Over
this past year my wife and I have been called
to several novenas to St. Joseph, always im-
ploring his intercession. Just like Jesus and

Church embarks on Year Amoris Laetitia
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

“The joy of love experienced by families is
also the joy of the Church.”  These words at the
beginning of Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhorta-
tion Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love) are ones
which the Holy Father invites us to consider more
deeply as we embark on a full year dedicated to
this historic document published five years ago
on the Solemnity of St. Joseph.

“In this year when families have suffered
so much…Pope Francis sends a strong mes-
sage that the family must be strengthened,
preserved and protected in order to face the
challenges ahead,” Bishop Christian Riesbeck,
CC of the Diocese of Saint John, wrote in his
Letter to the Faithful for the Year Amoris
Laetitia (published in this edition, see page 1).

The Holy Father tells us that “in every situ-
ation that presents itself, ‘the Church is con-
scious of the need to offer a word of truth
and hope… The great values of marriage and
the Christian family correspond to a yearning
that is part and parcel of human existence’”
(Amoris Laetitia, 57).

In dedicating this year to Amoris Laetitia,
the Holy Father seeks to draw the Church
into the rich teachings of this document, en-

couraging and building up families for the bet-
terment of the world.

There are many ways faithful can take part
in the Year Amoris Laetitia. The Dicastery for
the Laity, the Family and Life has created a
website with resources to help families dive
into the rich teachings of Amoris Laetitia and
grow in their vocation (www.amoris
laetitia.va). The Vatican is also organizing an
online virtual event entitled Our Daily Love
(a collaboration of the Dicastery for the Laity,
the Family and Life, the Diocese of Rome, and
the Pontifical John Paul II Institute) which will
livestreamed between 3:00 pm and 6:00 pm
Rome time (11:00 am to 2:00 pm ADT) on
YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCkI4OUXU7_LBguDrPZQKsng). This will
include a video message from Pope Francis.

Bishop Riesbeck reminds each person that
there is still much that can be done do to nur-
ture family life in Christ even during these pan-
demic times. “Pandemic restrictions often mean
families are spending more time at home, and
this can be used wisely to nurture our relation-
ships with each other and with Jesus,” he said in
his letter to the faithful. “We are living in mission
territory and families are called to be protago-
nists of the New Evangelization.  The ‘Gospel
of the Family’ needs to be proclaimed clearly,

truthfully, and with humility.”
These words echo those of the Holy Fa-

ther who wrote in Amoris Laetitia that, “pas-
toral care for families ‘needs to make it clear
that the Gospel of the family responds to the
deepest expectations of the human person: a
response to each one’s dignity and fulfilment
in reciprocity, communion and fruitfulness.
This consists not merely in presenting a set
of rules, but in proposing values that are clearly
needed today, even in the most secularized of
countries’.” (Amoris Laetitia 201)

Bishop Riesbeck’s letter to the faithful and
a list of resources for the Year Amoris Laetitia
can be found on the Diocese of Saint John’s
website at https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/
amoris-laetitia-family-year.  Contact your par-
ish to find out about opportunities for prayer
and faith formation (including adoration, Al-
pha, and the many other formation opportu-
nities that are being offered at parishes
throughout the diocese).

Follow the diocese on Facebook (Diocese
of Saint John) and Twitter (@DioceseSJ) for
opportunities to connect in prayer within the
diocese or virtually through the initiatives of-
fered in neighbouring regions.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

Mary, we have learned there should not be
any petition we won’t take to him.”

Through their experience the Dobbelsteyns
have found St. Joseph to be a powerful inter-
cessor. “When I think back to the various
intentions we have taken to St. Joseph, I see
a pattern of God encouraging us to trust more
and more in his powerful intercession,” Mr.
Dobbelsteyn shared. “Our petitions include a
range of intentions that are the true needs of
our family and close friends, and I can hon-
estly say there hasn’t been one petition that
went unanswered.”

Mr. Dobbelsteyn is grateful for St. Joseph’s
intercession in his life over the past year. “St.
Joseph has played an integral role in my con-
version. He planted a seed of love for his wife,
Our Holy Mother and her most holy rosary.”

Through St. Joseph, Mr. Dobbelsteyn said,
he learned to truly love Jesus, and he is grate-
ful to his wife Carmel for her steadfast love
and support that helped him to encounter the
love of Christ through the Blessed Mother and
St. Joseph. “It was through her strong faith
and constant love that God truly rescued me,”
he said.

For the Dobbelsteyns, the benefits of

growing close to St. Joseph are evident.
“He tilled and cared for the ground and pre-
pared the soil for the fruit that Jesus with
Mary wanted to grow. St. Joseph and Holy
Mother Mary gave me the love of Jesus in
my heart, and I am forever grateful,” Mr.
Dobbelsteyn shared. “If you want to learn
how to truly love Jesus, Our Mother Mary,
your spouse, your children, your siblings,
a parent, a strong-willed co-worker, I en-
courage you to let St. Joseph introduce to
you the love of the Holy Family.”

Mr. Dobbelsteyn had some words of en-
couragement for anyone who may have dif-
ficulty with devotion to Our Lady and St.
Joseph. “I believe the idea proposed by St.
Teresa of Calcutta says it best, ‘love and hon-
our them as Jesus does’.”

“It’s important to note how our family has
grown closer. We’re not perfect and not pre-
tending to be, but love is so much more vis-
ible in our little family now,” he said.  “St.
Joseph has taught me to love.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §
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Good news:
Our need to hear it again and again

“Wash your hands.” How many times have we heard our mothers
saying this? It seems it takes a long time for things to sink in for us.
Now, in the midst of a pandemic, this advice appears to be coming
home to us. Over the past year, we have heard it often and we might
have noticed that even though COVID-19 continues among us, we
have had fewer colds and less of the standard flu. Although it took a
long time for us to accept this, I guess Mom was right. “God loves us
unconditionally.” This appears to be hard for us to accept, but it is in
fact one of the central pieces of our Christian faith. Right from the
beginning it has been expressed in many prophet voices and in a
variety of ways, but it has not fully sunk in.

In the ancient town of Ephesus), a committed Christian of the 1st

century expressed this belief eloquently in the Letter to the Ephesians
as part of a summary of Christian faith. The writer declared: “God
who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us
even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive to-
gether with Christ — for it is by grace that you have been saved”
(Eph.2;4-10). It might help for us to know that “grace” refers to a
share in God’s divine life, and that it is a free gift of God. We do not
earn or win it.  God gives it freely to all.

The same message comes to us in John’s Gospel. Jesus encoun-
ters a Pharisee who is marked by both his faith and his questions —
a true seeker. In so many ways Nicodemus is us, for true faith in-
volves constant seeking to delve deeper. Faith seeks understanding.

In the conversation with Nicodemus reveals a Jesus assists him in
his seeking. The centrepiece of Jesus’s response is the consoling
wonder of God’s great, unconditional love for us all: “For God so
loved the world that he gave us his only-begotten Son, so that every-
one who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world, to condemn the
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him” (John
3:16-17).

Christians down through the ages have encountered this loving
God in their daily lives. The Trappist monk and spiritual writer, Tho-
mas Merton (1915-68) recalled his own experience.  Standing on a

busy street corner in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, in the midst of a crowd, he
looked around and realized he loved
all of them and that they loved him. He recounted this as a vision of
God’s love reflected in each and every person: “It was as if I sud-
denly saw the secret beauty of their hearts, the depths of their hearts
where neither sin nor desire nor self-knowledge can reach, the core
of their reality, the person that each one is in God’s eyes” (Thomas
Merton, Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander 1966).

Pope Francis often expresses this vision of God, calling us to re-
flect it throughout the world. It is our mission as disciples to do so.
Moved by the example of St. Francis of Assisi, he shared it in his
recent encyclical letter: “[St. Francis] calls for a love that transcends the
barriers of geography and distance…. Let us dream, then, as a single
human family, as fellow travellers sharing the same flesh, as children of
the same earth which is our common home, each of us bringing the
richness of his or her beliefs and convictions, each of us with his or her
own voice, brother and sisters all” (Fratelli tutti 2020, 1,8).

“Wash your hands” and “God loves us unconditionally” — tough
to accept, but wisdom that is significant for us. From Jesus and his
disciples to Pope Francis in our own day the message of God’s con-
stant love has been the foundation of our Christian faith. It is a bless-
ing of hope for us all and call for us to share in peace with all we
encounter — truly, Good News for our world.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories:
God and us

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Post-pandemic: There will be plenty of reasons to seek healing in liturgy
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

A year into COVID-19 and Martyrs’ Shrine director Father Michael
Knox is looking ahead, imagining how we might pray after the pan-
demic comes to an end. [Martyrs’ Shrine is in Midland, ON.]

“Everyone is so separated. Wouldn’t it be interesting at the end of
this if an opportunity came for everybody to come together, and I
mean everybody?” the Jesuit asked.

Even beyond the 22,000 deaths and counting, Canadians have plenty
of reasons to lament, ask for mercy, offer their gratitude and seek
healing in liturgy, Fr. Knox said.

“We’re talking about job loss, financial insecurity, poverty, home-
lessness, separation, isolation, breakups of families — a lot of things
that have been a result,” Fr. Knox said. “To have a common space
before God at the altar, to articulate those (losses) almost in a psalm
sort of fashion. But not just leave it there, not just sitting on the suf-
fering and the loss and the struggle. Where have been the moments of
grace that are little indicators, or perhaps great indicators, of how we

can grow and be better human beings?”
“We should strive for that kind of visible witness,” said Christian

McConnell, a liturgy professor at London, ON’s St. Peter’s Semi-
nary.

The Church has an example of how to respond to COVID publicly
and liturgically in Pope Francis who, in the depths of Italy’s COVID
crisis last April, stood alone in a rain-soaked St. Peter’s Square, cro-
sier in hand, praying for mercy urbi et orbi — for the city and the
world.

“In that moment, with the eyes of the world on him, it wasn’t
about him,” Mr. McConnell said. “It was about those who suffer and
about Christ who walks with them.”

A liturgical response to COVID is impossible if we just think of
liturgy as ceremony divorced from life, said liturgy professor Father
Warren Schmidt of Edmonton’s St. Joseph’s College. If our liturgies
about COVID aren’t matched by on-the-ground, real-life responses
to all who suffer, from the ill to the isolated, then our liturgies will ring
hollow.

(continued on page 11)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

An unlikely affinity
One of Dorothy Day’s favourite saints was Therese of Lisieux,

Therese Martin, the saint we call “the Little Flower”. At first glance,
this might look like a strange affinity.  Dorothy Day was the ultimate
activist for justice, protesting in the streets, being arrested, going to
prison, and starting a community and a newspaper, the Catholic
Worker, in service of the poor. Therese of Lisieux was a contempla-
tive nun, hidden away in an obscure convent in a small town in France.
Indeed, during her whole life, except for one brief trip to visit to
Rome with her family and parish, she never left her small town and,
at her death, was probably known by fewer than two hundred peo-
ple. Moreover, in her writings, one finds precious little that might be
considered explicitly prophetic in terms of social justice. She wrote
as a mystic, with a focus on the interior life and on our personal
intimacy with Jesus. Not exactly the stuff of protests in the streets.
So why did Dorothy Day, whose life looks so different, have an
affinity for this young recluse?

Dorothy Day was drawn to Therese’s spirituality because she un-
derstood it beyond its popular misconception. Among all known saints,
Therese of Lisieux stands out as one of the most popular saints of all
time and as one of the most misunderstood saints of all time, and her
popularity is part of the problem. Popular devotion has encrusted her
person and spirituality in an over-simplistic piety that generally serves
to hide her real depth. Therese termed her spirituality “the little way”.
Popular piety, for the most part, thinks of her “little way” as a spiritu-
ality that invites us to live quiet, humble, simple, anonymous lives
wherein we do everything, especially the small humble tasks asked of
us, with fidelity and graciousness, unassuming, childlike, grateful to
God just to be of service. While there is a lot of truth in that under-
standing, it misses some of the depth of Therese’s person and spiritu-
ality.

To understand Therese’s “little way” and its connection with jus-
tice for the poor, we need to understand certain things in her life that

helped constellate the vision that lay be-
hind her “little way”.

Therese of Lisieux had a very complex
childhood. On the one hand, her life was
touched by deep sadness, not least the death of her mother when
Therese was four years old and several bouts of clinical depression
from which she nearly died. She did not have an easy walk through
childhood.  On the other hand, she had an exceptionally graced child-
hood. She grew up in family of saints who loved her deeply and
honoured (and often photographed) her every joy and pain. She was
also a beautiful young girl, attractive and graced with a disarming
warmth and sensitivity. Her family and everyone around her consid-
ered her special and precious. She was much loved; but this did not
make for a spoiled child. We can never be spoiled by being loved too
much, only by being loved badly. Her family loved her purely, and the
result was a young woman who opened her heart and person to the
world in an exceptional way.

Moreover, as she matured, she began to notice something. She
noticed how when she was a child her every tear was noticed, val-
ued, and honoured, but that this was not the case for many other
people. She recognized that countless people suffer heartbreaks and
injustices, endure abuse, are humiliated, live in shame, and shed tears
that no one notices and no one cares about. Their pain is not seen, not
honoured, not valued. From this insight, she articulated this ground
metaphor that undergirds her “little way”.

Her words: One Sunday, looking at a picture of Our Lord on the
Cross, I was struck by the blood flowing from one of his divine
hands. I felt a pang of great sorrow when thinking this blood was
falling on the ground without anyone’s hastening to gather it up. I
was resolved to remain in spirit at the foot of the Cross and to receive
its dew. … I don’t want this precious blood to be lost. I shall spend
my life gathering it up for the good of souls.

From this, we see that her “little way” is not about privatized piety,
but about noticing and responding to the pain and tears of our world.
Metaphorically, it is about noticing and “gathering up” the blood that
is dripping from the suffering face of Christ which this face is pres-
ently suffering in our world in the faces of the poor, the faces of
those who are bleeding and shedding tears because of heartbreak,
injustice, poverty, lack of love, and lack of being deemed precious.

Dorothy Day walked the streets of the poor, noticing their blood,
drying their tears, trying in her own way to gather them up. Therese
did the same thing mystically, deep inside the body of Christ. It is no
surprise that Dorothy Day took her as her patron saint..

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author.. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

(continued from page 2)
through the retreat day on their own, organizers are encouraging
women to gather in small groups, in accordance with COVID-19
precautions, to experience the “Arise: Put on the Armour of Light”
retreat in a community context.

“Our Arise team is encouraging women to reintroduce community
back into their life by experiencing this year’s retreat as a small group
hosted in a home, or as a parish event, following all Covid regulations,”
Ms. Leyne describes. “Through special Zoom calls our team will encour-
age and equip all hosts with some tools and guidance,” she adds.

“We also felt that one day — after a year of isolation — was not
enough.” Therefore the team is also offering a five-week Arise Ar-
mour Series to dive deeper into the theme of the retreat “so that you
may continue your conversations, and strengthen not just your ar-
mour but your community as well.”

Ms. Leyne and the rest of the team are eager to offer the retreat to
women across the province and beyond. “Having just filmed the re-
treat with the help of the incredible On Reel Media team from Regina,
Saskatchewan, our Arise Catholic Movement team cannot wait to get
this retreat into the hands of every woman. Now is the time for us to
cast off the darkness and put on the armour of light.”

To learn more or to register for Arise: Put On the Armour of Light
visit: https://arisecatholicmovement.ca. §

Armour of Light retreat goes online
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By CARL HÉTU
Director of Catholic Near East Welfare Association - Canada

It’s on the minds of many. Why did Pope Francis go to Iraq, March
5 to 8, in these tough times of pandemic, political instability and
rumours of threats to his life?

One reason stands out: to show solidarity with the Christians of
that country. Seemingly not worthy enough to make it on the
evening news, Christians in Iraq have found themselves unpro-
tected and mistreated — threats, kidnappings, torture, assassina-

tions — over the past 17
years. It’s no exaggeration to
say most have been forced to
flee. The numbers speak for
themselves — 1.5 million
Christians in Iraq in 2003 and
today, barely 180,000 remain.
The rise of ISIS in the sum-
mer of 2014 was the last blow
that forced more than 100,000
of them to flee to save their
lives, leaving Mosul and the
Nineveh Plains to find refuge
in northern Iraqi
Kurdistan. It’s no wonder that
the pope stopped at these three

locations. Local Christians have lived a real nightmare and many
bishops, nuns, priests and ordinary faithful have been martyred
— because of their faith.   

Known for bridge building, Pope Francis met with a wide swath
of Christian groups  in the country, including, Syriac Catholics
and Orthodox Christians, Chaldean Catholics and Assyrians of the
East and Armenian Christians (both from the Catholic and Apos-
tolic Churches). Here again, the pope knows that their survival
depends on this important unity among Christians. 

Unity among the world’s Christians has been at the heart of
Pope Francis’ papacy, as he made clear in his first trip to Israel
and Palestine. There, he not only prayed with but began a long-
lasting working relationship with the Ecumenical Patriarch of the
Constantinople, Bartholomew I, after 1000 years of broken rela-
tions.   

However, the pope also knows this isn’t enough. Christians in
the Middle East have had to learn to work with a Muslim majority
for at least the last 1400 years. If they are still in the region today,
and largely wanted, it is because they were able to take their place
and develop strong ties with Muslim leaders despite some dark
moments in history. Today, Christians do face one of their darkest
moments as the numbers reveal — a total of more than 2.5 million
forced to leave not only their country but all the Middle East in
only 17 years — many leaving from Iraq and Syria. This is the
worst decline of Christians since the Armenian genocide of 1915.
Developing strong relations with Muslim leaders is then, clearly, a
key priority of any papal visit. Thus, as the pope has done on trips
to Palestine, Egypt, Turkey and the United Arab Emirates, he met
with leaders such as Grand Ayatollah Sistani in Najaf, the leading
spiritual leader of Iraqi Shia Muslims.

Still, many experts believe it is too late for Iraqi Christians. It is
true that Iraq’s Christians were once recognized for nurturing

excellent relations with other ethnic and religious groups within
their country. Entrepreneurially driven, they have been important
contributors to the country’s socio-economic development, cre-
ating jobs and establishing effective social services and health care
institutions that provide assistance to the most disadvantaged, re-
gardless of religion.

Regardless of whether they are right or wrong, if we look south-
west of Baghdad near the Mediterranean Sea, we can see what
contributions even a small number of Christians can still offer to a
fledgling society. Despite 73 years of conflicts and war between
Palestine and Israel, and now, an illegal occupation of Palestine by
Israel, Christians play an undeniably important social role. Even
with only 1% (51,000) of the population in the Palestinian Territo-
ries, Christians account for 45% of all local social services. But
the Christians too are in a rough spot and many wonder how long
it will take to have most of them gone from their home and the
Holy Land.

For Catholic Near East Welfare Association, an agency of the
Holy Father that has worked tirelessly in the region since 1926,
endless conflicts are destroying our chances for a new tomorrow.
For Christians who remain, the pope’s visit was a concrete re-
minder that they aren’t alone and it is a boost for them to continue
their mission of offering a variety of services to youth, seniors,
victims of violence and others in need — regardless of creed.
These are the programs we will continue to support. 

By his actions and words, Pope Francis is demonstrating that
religion can lead the way to peace through dialogue and reconcili-
ation. He’s also reminding onlookers as well as power brokers in
the region that peace — locally, regionally and worldwide — can
only be achieved if all people of different ethnicities, religions and
nationalities develop friendships and trust by taking the time to meet
and look past their differences together, recognizing their common
goals and humanity.§

Opinion: The pope and Iraq

Carl Hétu (Grandin Media photo)

Top Knight says group is 'force for
good,' bolsters men's faith, families
By KURT JENSEN
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Patrick
Kelly's formal installation as the
14th Supreme Knight of the
Knights of Columbus is still off
in the indefinite future because
of the COVID-19 pandemic,
but he officially began his new
job March 1 at the Knights'
headquarters in New Haven,
Connecticut.

Mr. Kelly was elected by the board of directors February 5 to succeed
Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson, who held the post for over two dec-
ades and retired February 28 upon reaching the organization's mandatory
retirement age of 70.

Mr. Kelly's former job as deputy supreme Knight, which he held since
his election in 2017, has been taken by Paul O'Sullivan, past state deputy
Knight of Massachusetts.

"I don't think anyone aspires to be supreme Knight," Mr. Kelly reflected.
"I think the Lord leads you from one step to another."

(continued on page 10)

Patrick E. Kelly
 (CNS photo/courtesy Knights of Columbus)
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(continued from page 1)
 https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/amoris-laetitia-
family-year, or via the Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishiop’s Office for Family and
Life (https://www.cccb.ca/faith-moral-is-
sues/family-and-life) or
www.amorislaetitia.va, these will help fami-
lies to apply its rich teachings through:

• Leader forums for implementing Amoris
Laetitia

• Videos of Pope Francis explaining each
chapter of the apostolic exhortation

• #iamchurch video series on the faith and
ecclesial involvement of persons with disabilities

• “Walking with families” — 12 concrete
pastoral proposals for journeying with fami-
lies

• Information on the X World Meeting of
Families and Grandparents and the Elderly Day

Together with their children, parents form
the domestic Church, since “the parents by
word and example, are the first heralds of the
faith [or the first evangelizers] with regard
to their children.” (Lumen Gentium, 11) The
“Gospel of the Family”, which has been
ceaselessly taught from the beginning as
God’s revelation and divine plan for his
people, can be a strong antidote for the in-
dividualism and indifference we are wit-
nessing in our society. The Lineamenta for
the Ordinary Synod on the vocation and
mission of the family in the Church and
contemporary world in 2014 expresses this
beautifully: “The family is uniquely impor-
tant to the Church and in these times, when
all believers are invited to think of others rather
than themselves, the family needs to be re-
discovered as the essential agent in the work
of evangelization” (Lin., 1).

We are living in mission territory and fami-
lies are called to be protagonists of the New
Evangelization.  The “Gospel of the Family”

(continué de page 1)
les autres et avec Jésus. À cette fin, le Dicastère
a créé des ressources pour aider les diocèses,
les paroisses, les mouvements ecclésiaux et
les familles en encourageant une réflexion plus
approfondie sur Amoris laetitia. Disponible en
format PDF sur notre site Web au
(dioceseofsaintjohn.org/année-famille-amoris-
laetitia), ou par l’entremise de l’Office pour la
famille et la vie de la CECC (Conférence des
èvêques catholiques du Canada) (https://
www.cccb.ca/fr/foi-et-questions-morales/
famille-et-vie) ou www.amorislaetitia.va, ces
ressources aideront les familles à appliquer
ces enseignements précieux à travers :

• Des forums de leaders pour la mise en
œuvre d’Amoris laetitia

• Des vidéos du Pape François expliquant
chaque chapitre de l’exhortation apostolique
• Une série de vidéos #iamchurch sur la foi et
l’implication ecclésiale des personnes
handicapées
• Douze propositions pastorales concrètes pour
accompagner les familles inspirées d’Amoris
laetitia : « En chemin avec les familles ».
• Des renseignements sur la 10e Rencontre
mondiale des familles (à Rome en juin 2022)
et la Journée mondiale des grands-parents et
des personnes âgées (le 4e dimanche en juillet)

Avec leurs en-
fants, les parents
forment l’Église
domestique, car
« les parents sont
pour leurs en-
fants les premiers
hérauts de la foi,
[ou les premiers
évangélisateurs]
à l’égard de leurs
enfants ». (Lu-
men Gentium,
11) Cette «
Évangile de la
famille », qui a

été enseignée sans cesse depuis le début en
qualité de révélation de Dieu et de son plan
divin pour son peuple, peut s’avérer un anti-
dote puissant contre l’individualisme et
l’indifférence dont nous sommes témoins dans
notre société. La Lineamenta pour l’Assemblée
générale ordinaire sur La Vocation et la mis-
sion de la famille dans l’Église et dans le monde
contemporain en 2014 exprime
merveilleusement cette pensée : « La famille
revêt pour l’Église une importance toute
particulière et, au moment où tous les croyants
sont invités à sortir d’eux-mêmes, il est
nécessaire que la famille se redécouvre comme
sujet indispensable pour l’évangélisation »
(Lin., 1).

Nous vivons une mission dans laquelle les
familles sont appelées à devenir les
protagonistes de la nouvelle évangélisation.
« L’Évangile de la famille » doit être proclamé
clairement, sincèrement et avec humilité. Dans
son discours à la 4e Rencontre mondiale des
familles en janvier 2003, Saint Jean-Paul II
encourageait les familles en les exhortant : «
Annoncez avec joie au monde entier le trésor
merveilleux dont vous êtes porteuses en tant
qu’Églises domestiques ! Époux chrétiens,
dans votre communion de vie et d’amour, dans
votre don réciproque et dans le généreux
accueil des enfants, soyez dans le Christ la
lumière du monde. »

Je vous encourage à vous consacrer
pleinement en cette année et à permettre que
Dieu travaille puissamment à travers vos
familles pour provoquer le renouveau du
monde. Nous nous joignons au Saint-Père
pour prier : « Confions à la Sainte Famille de
Nazareth, en particulier à saint Joseph, époux
et père plein de sollicitude, ce chemin avec
les familles du monde entier.”

Unis dans la prière par l’intercession de la
Sainte Famille,

 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Évêque de Saint John

needs to be proclaimed clearly, truthfully, and
with humility.  In his address to the 4th World
Meeting of Families in January 2003, Saint
John Paul II encouraged families to, “pro-
claim joyfully to the whole world the won-
derful treasure which you, as domestic
churches possess! Christian couples, in your
communion of life and love, in your mutual
self-giving and in your generous openness to
children, become, in Christ, the light of the
world.”

I encourage you to dedicate yourselves fully

The Year Amoris Laetitia Family

l’Année de la famille Amoris laetitia

to this year, and to give God permission to
work powerfully in your families to bring
about the renewal of the world. We join the
Holy Father in praying: “Let us entrust this
journey with the families of the whole world
to the Holy Family of Nazareth, in particular
to Saint Joseph, attentive spouse and father.”

United in prayer through the intercession
of the Holy Family,

 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Bishop of Saint John
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Submitted by MICHELLE SUMULONG
Couples for Christ, Fredericton

FREDERICTON — The Catholic lay community of Couples
for Christ (CFC) and its family ministries held their first online
Evangelization Rally in the Atlantic Region February 6. The theme for
this year is Strive for holiness. Put on love, which was derived from
the anchor verses: ‘Sanctify yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will
perform wonders among you’ (Joshua 3:5). And over all these put on
love, that is, the bond of perfection (Colossians 3:14).

The event usually happens with a physical gathering of people
within the area, but with the pandemic, this was held online within
the Atlantic region. The Atlantic Region includes the provinces of
Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, and Quebec.

Evangelization Rally is one of the many activities of CFC where
all members gather in unity, love and fellowship to start the year.
Its intention is to lead members to understand the community di-
rections, goals and the responses to the challenge of evangeliza-
tion. It also inspires members to be bold in sharing God’s love and
bringing more people to the church and the community of CFC.

The event started with Holy Eucharist presided by Father Muthu
Savarimuthu Yesappan, which was livestreamed from St. Kevin’s
Parish in Montreal. This was followed by an inspiring opening
worship led by Brother Alexis Sumulong, unit head of the New
Brunswick chapter.

New Brunswick CFC stays connected virtually

FREDERICTON — Virtual Christian Life Program (CLP) was conducted last October to December 2020. CLP is an integrated course
intended to lead the program participants into a renewed understanding of God’s call to them as Christians regardless of their
current stage of lie. It is the entry point to becoming a member of Couples for Christ. (CFC New Brunswick photo)

Brother Al Basilio, a member of CFC Canada National Council,
presented the Evangelization Statistics of CFC Canada, donations
through the charity arm of CFC (ANCOP – Answering the Cry Of
the Poor), newly appointed leaders in the region, and the evange-
lization battle cry for the year 2021. The entire activity was hosted
Brother Paul and Sister Marnie Lizaran, Youth For Christ couple
coordinator of Montreal, Quebec.

Chants of each area in each of the ministries were also pre-
sented. It was inspiring to see the many members of each area
and to note that the Atlantic region is continually growing.

The Evangelization Rally ended with a pray-over of all the lead-
ers and a lively praise fest of songs and worship.

Despite the restriction of physical gathering, Couples for Christ
remained connected and continued evangelization work by con-
ducting virtual Christian Life Program (CLP).   The first ever
virtual CLP in New Brunswick
chapter was conducted last Oc-
tober 2020 and concluded on
19th of December 2020. Six
couples and three adult individu-
als from different cities of New
Brunswick participated in the
program and committed them-
selves to be part of the mission
and evangelization work of Cou-
ples for Christ.§

• Commercial • Industrial
• Residential • Construction

JOHN FLOOD & SONS

(1961) LTD.
SINCE 1848

634-1112
32 Frederick St.

Saint John
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Vatican says no blessing gay unions, but respect the people
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — While ho-
mosexual men and women must
be respected, any form of bless-
ing a same-sex union is "illicit,"
said the Vatican Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith.

The negative judgment is on the
blessing of unions, not the peo-
ple who may still receive a bless-
ing as individuals, it said in a state-
ment published March 15.

The statement was a response
to a question or "dubium" that
came from priests and lay faith-
ful "who require clarification and
guidance concerning a controver-
sial issue," said an official com-
mentary accompanying the state-
ment.

The response to the question,
"Does the church have the power
to give the blessing to unions of
persons of the same sex?" was
"Negative."

"It is not licit to impart a bless-
ing on relationships, or partner-
ships, even stable, that involve
sexual activity outside of marriage
— i.e., outside the indissoluble
union of a man and a woman open
in itself to the transmission of life
— as is the case of the unions
between persons of the same
sex," the doctrinal office said in

an explanatory note accompany-
ing the statement. Pope Francis
approved both the statement and
the note for publication.

"The Christian community and
its pastors are called to welcome
with respect and sensitivity per-
sons with homosexual inclina-
tions and will know how to find
the most appropriate ways, con-
sistent with church teaching, to
proclaim to them the Gospel in
its fullness," the explanatory note
said.

The clarification "does not pre-
clude the blessings given to indi-
vidual persons with homosexual
inclinations, who manifest the will
to live in fidelity to the revealed
plans of God as proposed by
church teaching."

"Rather, it declares illicit any
form of blessing that tends to ac-
knowledge their unions as such.
In this case, in fact, the blessing
would manifest not the intention
to entrust such individual persons
to the protection and help of God,
in the sense mentioned above, but
to approve and encourage a
choice and a way of life that can-
not be recognized as objectively
ordered to the revealed plans of
God," said the doctrinal office.

The statement came days be-
fore the launch March 19 of a
yearlong reflection on Amoris

Laetitia that will focus on the fam-
ily and conjugal love.

The date marks the fifth anni-
versary of Pope Francis' apostolic
exhortation Amoris Laetitia (The
Joy of Love), which affirmed
church teaching on family life and
marriage, but also underlined the
importance of the church meet-
ing people where they are in or-
der to help guide them on a path
of discernment and making moral
decisions.

The doctrinal congregation said
in its note that some church com-
munities had promoted "plans and
proposals for blessings of unions
of persons of the same sex."

"Such projects are not infre-
quently motivated by a sincere
desire to welcome and accom-
pany homosexual persons, to
whom are proposed paths of
growth in faith," it said.

In fact, the question of bless-
ing same-sex unions arose from
this "sincere desire to welcome
and accompany homosexual per-
sons" as indicated by Pope
Francis at the conclusion of the
two synodal assemblies on the
family, it said.

That invitation, it added, was
for communities "to evaluate,
with appropriate discernment,
projects and pastoral proposals
directed to this end," and in some
cases, those proposals included
blessings given to the unions of
persons of the same sex.

The doctrinal congregation said
the church does not and cannot
have the power to impart her
blessing on such unions and,
therefore, "any form of blessing
that tends to acknowledge their
unions as such" is illicit.

That is because a blessing
"would constitute a certain imi-
tation or analogue of the nuptial
blessing invoked on the man and
woman united in the sacrament
of matrimony," it said, citing para-
graph 251 of Amoris Laetitia,
which reiterated the synod mem-
bers' conclusion that "there are
absolutely no grounds for con-
sidering homosexual unions to be

in any way similar or even re-
motely analogous to God's plan
for marriage and family."

"Only those realities which are
in themselves ordered to serve
those ends are congruent with the
essence of the blessing imparted by
the church," it said. As such, it is
illicit to bless any relationship or part-
nership that is outside the indissolu-
ble union of a man and a woman
open to the transmission of life, it
added.

Declaring "the unlawfulness of
blessings of unions between per-
sons of the same sex is not there-
fore, and is not intended to be, a
form of unjust discrimination, but
rather a reminder of the truth of
the liturgical rite and of the very
nature of the sacramentals, as the
church understands them," the
doctrinal office said.

The church teaches that "men
and women with homosexual ten-
dencies 'must be accepted with
respect, compassion and sensi-
tivity. Every sign of unjust dis-
crimination in their regard should
be avoided.'"

As such, the doctrinal note
makes a "fundamental and deci-
sive distinction between persons
and the union. This is so that the
negative judgment on the bless-
ing of unions of persons of the
same sex does not imply a judg-
ment on persons," it said.

Such blessings are illicit for
three reasons, it said:

• In addition to such a blessing
implying "a certain imitation or
analogue of the nuptial blessing"
imparted to a man and a woman
united in the sacrament of matri-
mony, there is the nature and value
of blessings.

• Blessings belong to
"sacramentals, which are 'liturgi-
cal actions of the church' that re-
quire consonance of life with
what they signify and generate,"
so "a blessing on a human rela-
tionship requires that it be ordered
to both receive and express the
good that is pronounced and
given by the blessing."

(continued on page 10)

A same-sex couple is pictured in a file photo exchanging rings
during a ceremony. The Vatican's doctrinal office says in a new
note that any form of blessing of same-sex unions is "illicit,"
but that the negative judgment is on the blessing of unions, not
the people, who must be respected. (CNS photo/Jim Urquhar,
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Respect the people

Post-pandemic world must learn from mistakes, pope says
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The uncertainty and
death brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic
can be an opportunity for humanity to reflect
on how to build a better world, Pope Francis
said in a new book.

"The world will never be the same again.
But it is precisely within this calamity that we
must grasp those signs that can prove to be
the cornerstones of reconstruction," the pope
said.

The book, titled Dio e il Mondo che Verra
(God and the World to Come), was written
with Italian journalist Domenico Agasso and
was to be published by the Vatican publishing
house March 16.

An excerpt was published March 14 on Vati-
can News.

The pope denounced the manufacturing and
trafficking of weapons where large sums of

money are spent "that should be used to cure
people and save lives."

"It is no longer possible to pretend that a
dramatically vicious cycle of armed violence,
poverty and senseless and indifferent exploi-
tation of the environment has not crept in,"
he said. "It is a cycle that prevents reconcili-
ation, fuels human rights violations and hin-
ders sustainable development."

The world instead must be "fraternally
united" to face common threats without re-
sorting to "counterproductive recriminations,
the exploitation of problems, shortsighted
nationalism, propaganda, isolationism and
other forms of political selfishness," the pope
said.

And while the pope said the world won't
be the same after the pandemic, he insisted
men and women can turn "this time of trial"
to "a time of wise and farsighted choices for
the good of all humanity."

"The path toward salvation for humanity

passes through the rethinking of a new model
of development, which has as an indisputable
point the coexistence of peoples in harmony
with creation," he said.

He also said that changing the inequitable
distribution of resources does not involve "a
downward equalization" depriving people who
are better off now, but instead means giving
"broader rights" to those who are marginalized.

Pope Francis also highlighted the need for
protecting the environment through "sustain-
able behaviour" that ensures that the Earth is
no longer used "as a storehouse of resources
to be exploited."

"If we don't roll up our sleeves and imme-
diately take care of the Earth, with radical per-
sonal and political choices, with an economic
turned toward 'green' (technology) and di-
recting technological developments in that
direction, sooner or later our common home
will throw us out the window," the pope said.

Asked about the burden of economic re-
cessions laid primarily upon women, the pope
highlighted the need for the presence of
women at "the centre of social, political, em-
ployment and institutional renewal processes."

He also denounced discrimination against
women "in terms of pay and work or by los-
ing their jobs."

The world, Pope Francis said, "cannot over-
look the fact that the rebirth of humanity be-
gan with woman. From the Virgin Mary sal-
vation was born, that's why there is no salva-
tion without the woman. If we care about the
future, if we desire a flourishing tomorrow,
we must give the right space to the woman."§

(continued from page 9)
• And, "the order that makes one fit to re-

ceive the gift is given by the 'designs of God
inscribed in creation, and fully revealed by
Christ the Lord.'" The church does not have
power over God's designs nor is she "the ar-
biter of these designs and the truths they ex-
press, but their faithful interpreter and wit-
ness."

"God himself never ceases to bless each of
his pilgrim children in this world, because for
him 'we are more important to God than all
of the sins that we can commit,'" the congre-
gation said. "But he does not and cannot bless
sin: he blesses sinful man, so that he may
recognize that he is part of his plan of love
and allow himself to be changed by him. He
in fact 'takes us as we are, but never leaves
us as we are.'" §

(continued from page 6)
Mr. Kelly, a father of three daughters with wife

Vanessa, is a third-generation Knight. A grandfa-
ther joined in 1915 shortly before the organiza-
tion's immense expansion during World War I,
and Mr. Kelly joined the international fraternal
and charitable organization in 1983 while a stu-
dent at Marquette University in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin.

Mr. Kelly a law graduate, also likes to cite his
years in the Navy. On active duty for six years,
he retired with the rank of captain in 2016 after
serving 20 years in the Navy Reserve Judge Ad-
vocate General’s Corps. Handling courts-mar-
tial, he dealt with the fallout of youths without
real direction in their lives.

"A lot of these young people in the military ...
lacked values. They lacked father figures, (had)
very little faith," he recalled.

The experience spurred his interest in theol-
ogy and "grasping with the larger questions."
Immediately after retiring from the Navy, he
entered the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for
Studies on Marriage and Family at The Catholic
University of America, where he received a mas-
ter's degree in theological studies in 2001.

To that purpose, Mr. Kelly helped launch the
Knights' Into the Breach series of videos "to show
men what an authentic Catholic man looks like."

Mr. Kelly's diverse other posts have included
being a senior adviser to the ambassador-at-large
for international religious freedom at the U.S.
State Department and executive director of the

KofC a force for good
St. John Paul II National Shrine in Washington.
He was the state deputy in the District of Co-
lumbia from 2012 to 2013 and was named the
Knights' vice president for public policy in 2006.

The devastation of the pandemic on social
organizations won't be known for months, but
in the meantime, supported by their Leave No
Neighbor Behind Fund, the Knights in February
sent more than 250 concentrated oxygen and
personal oxygen concentrator devices to the
Amazon regions of Brazil and Peru to help In-
digenous populations after appeals from arch-
bishops there.

Two years ago, the Knights began a series of
donations to the Texas dioceses of El Paso and
Laredo to help supply border shelters for moth-
ers and children seeking asylum who arrive over
the southern border.

"That was really a very moving experience
for me," Mr. Kelly said. "Assisting the vulnerable
and the marginalized taps into something that is
important for the Catholic man. Not to be served,
but to serve." Mr. Kelly wants to "tap into that
yearning for connection."

"It's a people business," he added. "We're re-
ally looking forward to being able to meet again
in person."

In a video message to the Knights made on
his first day in office, Mr. Kelly reminded them
they're "set apart and set above. We have what
men need. We are what men want: a commu-
nity of purpose, a brotherhood of faith, a force
for good for the things that matter most."§
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OBITUARIES

March 21, 2021   Fifth Sunday of Lent
First Reading: Jeremiah 31.31-34++

I will make a new covenant with the  house of Israel
and remember their sins no more.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 51.1-2, 10-11, 12-13 (R.10)
R. Create in me a clean heart, O God.

Second Reading:   Hebrews 5.7-9
Christ learned obedience and became the source

of eternal salvation for all.

Gospel: John 12.20-33
If a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies,

it bears much fruit.

Sunday’s Liturgy

KERGOAT, SISTER THÉRÈSE — Sister Thérèse Kergoat, (Sister
M. Germaine), peacefully went home to her God on March 10, 2021
at Ruth Ross Residence in Saint John. Born in Biggar, Saskatchewan
on October 4, 1921, she was the daughter of the late Yves and Marie
Louise (Pennaneach) Kergoat, both from France.

She was a graduate nurse from Holy Family Hospital in Prince
Albert, Saskatchewan before she entered the Sisters of Charity of the
Immaculate Conception in Saint John, New Brunswick on January 6,
1945.  She received her Teaching Diploma in Nursing in Toronto and
her Bachelor of Science in Nursing in London, Ontario.  Sister
Germaine was Ward Supervisor at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Saint John
before becoming the Director of Holy Family Hospital School of
Nursing and Director of Nursing in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan
(1948-60).  In 1960 she continued as Ward Supervisor and Director
of Nursing at St. Vincent’s Hospital in Vancouver until 1978. Sister
Thérèse received a two-year leave of absence to work with persons
with intellectual disabilities at the L’Arche community in France.
Returning to Vancouver in 1980, she was the Head Nurse at St. Vin-
cent’s Hospital.  She also became the Coordinator of the Faith and
Light Association which cared for persons with intellectual disabilities
who were living in their homes in Vancouver.  After her retirement
from active nursing, she volunteered in the Emergency Department
at St. Vincent’s Hospital.  A long-time volunteer at St. Vincent’s Hos-
pital, she was awarded the Governor General’s Caring Canadian Award
for her many years of volunteer service. She travelled to Bolivia many
times and helped in the building of two schools and a 40-bed hospital
in Cochabamba, as well as providing much needed equipment and
supplies to the hospital.

Besides her parents Yves and Marie Louise, she was predeceased
by her sisters Sister Yvonne Kergoat, ASV, Sister Josephine Kergoat,
Grey Nuns (Montreal), Marie (Mrs. Joseph Blaise), Louise (Mrs.
Maxwell Kelliher) and brothers Pierre, Henri, Andre, Rene and
Raymond.

A graveside service took place in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.
Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral
Home, Saint John.

GABRIEL (Cannon), JEAN — It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of our mother, Jean Gabriel (Cannon) which
occurred peacefully on Saturday, March 13, 2021, at Rocmaura Nurs-
ing Home. Born March 5, 1932, in Saint John, NB. She was a daugh-
ter of the late Eric and Mary Ellen (Martel) Cannon.

Jean was predeceased 4 months to the day, by her loving husband
of 67 years, Joseph Gabriel. She was predeceased by her sisters:
Baby Mary Ellen, Catherine Watson, Mary Butler, Doris Williston,
Rita Cosman and one brother, Ernest Cannon. She was predeceased
by many close brothers and sisters-in-laws.

Jean was survived by her son, Neil Gabriel of Fredericton; daugh-
ter, Kathy Gabriel of Sussex; two grandchildren, Jennifer Hachey
(Cunningham) of Upperton and Joey Cunningham of Saint John. She
was “Sittie” to 5 precious great-grandchildren, Alex, Ian, Emily, Noah,
and Michael. She is also survived by many nieces and nephews. She
was Mama Jean to Anne Michaud and is survived by many friends
that she considered family.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John with a Funeral Liturgy at Brenan’s Chapel.
Interment will take place at a later date.§

(continued from page 4)
“If your liturgy doesn’t impel you to do something practical about

it, then your liturgy is dead,” Fr. Schmidt said.
There’s no reason to wait for a perfect vaccine rollout and herd

immunity before the Church answers COVID in its liturgical life.
“Liturgies should be frequent and smaller scale,” Fr. Schmidt said.

“Obviously, we’re not at the point in most jurisdictions where we can
have a big shindig kind of liturgy. That’s just not going to happen and we
can’t wait for it. It would do the faithful and it would do the world a
disservice if we wait for the time when we can all gather together for this
big event.”

In Montreal the Centre for Ecumenism organized an online, multifaith
commemoration of over 10,000 deaths in Quebec. For the centre’s
co-ordinator Denitsa Tsvetkova it was of utmost importance that this
liturgy be as inclusive as COVID-19 has been. After all, the virus
killed Christians, Muslims, Jews, people of all faiths and no faith.

“In a more pluralistic world… we want to stand beside everyone
who suffers, both those who profess Christ with us and those who
do not,” said Mr. McConnell.

Though the medieval Church had no trouble mounting plague litur-
gies, lamenting the dead, petitioning for mercy and giving thanks for
surviving, modern Catholics are less comfortable with mourning, said
Mr. McConnell.

“Liturgy usually has a harder time with lament. Because we pro-
claim God’s saving acts in the face of suffering, we can be tempted
to jump too quickly to the solution,” he wrote in an email. “Even as it
proclaims Christ as our saviour, liturgical prayer should sometimes
embrace a kind of silence: naming before God what the suffering is
and waiting patiently.”

In the here and now, while the pandemic is not yet over, Fr. Schmidt
hopes our instinct for grand and spectacular liturgy doesn’t blind us
to small-scale, intimate prayer. The Basilian leads a group of nine
people in vespers over Zoom. COVID lockdowns are a good time for
ordinary, lay Catholics to discover the Liturgy of the Hours, he said.

“It’s fine to have large-scale events and focus on the mass. It’s
what Vatican II calls the source and summit of our faith, the Eucha-
rist,” he said. “But if that’s all our liturgy and our life of faith is about
then I think that’s a tragedy on par with the virus.” §

Plenty of reasons to seek healing in liturgy
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ST. GEORGE /BLACK’S HARBOUR —
Parishioners of Mary Mother of God Parish in
St. George and Black’s Harbour have found an
innovative way to promote devotion to St.
Joseph.

“Our parish, Mary, Mother of God is em-
barking on a project which includes having a
pilgrimage Sleepover with St. Joseph,” Rosalie
Skodje of St. George said.  “Beginning on
March 19 on the Solemnity of St. Joseph,
Father Rolando [Suplido, pastor, Mary Mother
of God Parish] will bring the statue of sleep-
ing St. Joseph to each of our homes along
with a picture of the Holy Family. Each fam-
ily will keep the statue and picture overnight,
and can put their petitions under the statue,
just like Father [Donald] Calloway describes
in his book, Consecration to St. Joseph – the
Wonders of our Spiritual Father, and pray
with it.”

This project is an effort of the entire parish
including the parish secretary, who has pro-
vided a large statue of sleeping St. Joseph
that she brought from the Philippines, which
will travel from house to house for this devo-
tion. As per pandemic protocols, between
each household everything will be sanitized.

“We are embarking on this project because
today people have a hard time to gather physi-
cally or do any, or certain significant minis-
tries, mainly because of Covid-19 but also
due to people’s work — often shift-work and
‘other’ issues,” Ms. Skodje said. “Fr. Suplido
is hoping that this little positive response in
this time of darkness in the world will be an
encouragement: that each of us can light just
one little candle — our own little candle to
prevent all of us from stumbling in the dark.
This is one way Fr. [Suplido] will try to con-
nect to all the families in our parish by deliv-

Sleepover with St. Joseph: parish offers unique devotion
ering the statue and picture personally to each
home.”

Devotion to sleeping St. Joseph has grown
in popularity recently thanks in part to Fr.
Calloway’s coverage of the devotion in his
book Consecration to St. Joseph – the Won-
ders of our Spiritual Father, and with good
reason.  There are several examples in scrip-
ture of the Lord speaking powerfully to St.
Joseph in dreams, intervening in the life of
the Holy Family to provide direction and coun-
sel. Pope Francis said during his 2015 visit to
Manila, Philippines as part of his Apostolic
Journey to Sri Lanka and the Philippines that,
“Joseph’s rest revealed God’s will to him. In
this moment of rest in the Lord, as we pause
from our many daily obligations and activi-
ties, God is also speaking to us.”

For this reason, the Holy Father too has a
devotion to sleeping St. Joseph. “I have great
love for St. Joseph, because he is a man of
silence and strength,” he said. “On my table I

According to the Gospels, St. Joseph received messages from Heaven while he was asleep. Pope Francis has had a statue of a
sleeping St. Joseph on his desk for decades and he has shared his personal devotion to the sleeping saint. (Father Donald Colloway,
MIC photo)

have an image of St. Joseph sleeping. Even
when he is asleep, he is taking care of the
Church. Yes, we know that he can do that.
So when I have a problem, a difficulty, I write
a little note and I put it underneath St. Joseph,
so that he can dream about it. In other words
I tell him: pray for this problem,” explained
Pope Francis, Manila Philippines, 2015.

Ms. Skodje is hopeful about the effects that
this pilgrimage will have on the community.
“We need all the help from heaven that we
can get. We need some light shining to dispel
the darkness that looms around us,” she said.
“Just before bedtime we will prepare petitions
to place by the statue of Sleeping St. Joseph
and the picture of the Holy Family, with the
prayer, ‘Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I surrender
myself to you; take care of everything.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

“What earlier generations held as sacred
remains sacred and great for us too”

Benedict XVI

SAINT JOHN — On January 12, 2021,
the Most Reverend Christian Riesbeck, CC,
appointed the Reverend Dr. Michael
McGowan as spiritual advisor to the Latin
Mass Community of the Diocese of Saint
John, effective immediately.

Rev. Dr. McGowan will provide mass, the
other sacraments, and pastoral ministry to the
faithful of the diocese who wish to worship
in the Extraordinary Form.

In his Apostolic Letter given Motu Proprio,
Summorum Pontificum of July 7, 2007, Pope
Benedict XVI, permitted  priests of the Latin
Church to celebrate mass according to the
Missal promulgated by Pope St. John XXIII

Latin Mass to be held regularly in diocese
in 1962, known as the Tridentine Mass or
Traditonal Mass (TLM), which was never
abrogated by the Second Vatican Council.

The celebration of Holy Mass in the Ex-
traordinary Form is permitted for a stable group
of the faithful who spontaneously request it, with
respect for the requirements of the law.

Bishop Riesbeck was approached by this
stable group of the faithful, residing in the
Diocese of Saint John, and has now acceded
to their request for more regular pastoral care.

Beginning on Sunday, April 18, 2021, Mass
in the Extraordinary Form, will be offered
every Sunday at Our Lady of Fatima Church
in Fredericton at 12:30 pm. Those interested
in attending this mass on a regular basis are
invited to register by April 5, 2021 by con-
tacting the parish by email:
olfatima1962@gmail.com. §


